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5/23/2004
In The Name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful
A Paper on Dealing with the expected withdrawal from the Sector

Introduction:

Development has taken an accelerated pace on the onset of “Sharon’s” announcement of a unilateral disengagement
and which revolves around the withdrawal from the Gaza Strip. From the security aspect, he has escalated his terror
actions and have targeted tens of Mujahedins from various factions. He declared war against the movement
considering it as the strategic enemy of the Zionist entity. This has resulted in the martyrdom of a numerous number of
Movement leadership in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. The latest of such martyrdom was Sheikh Ahmad Yasin
and Dr. ‘Abdel ‘Aziz al-Rantisi. Sharon has emphasized his continuance targeting of Movement leadership in the
interior and overseas, this is to portray an image that he is not withdrawing from the Gaza strip in defeat similar to what
happened in Southern Lebanon. Moreover, Sharon is keen to weaken the Movement and to prepare the Gaza Strip in a
manner that will empower the parties that he agrees with from within the Authority to control the Gaza Strip in the
event of a withdrawal.

On the Political front, he has fought his internal battles within his Government and his party, drawing strength from the
United States and relying on Bush’s announcement supporting the unilateral withdrawal step, regarding it as part of the
road map plan. Consequently, he avoided committing to the right of return or withdrawing to the fourth of June 1967
borders, at the same time, acknowledging the realities that the Zionist entity has established on the ground namely its
constructions of settlements. Moreover, his attempt in promulgating a referendum among Likud members, a fact that he
failed to accomplish; therefore, the talk now revolves around the possibility of effective amendments to the plan before
submitting it to the Government. It is not unlikely that a new Government would be formed; and until plan is ratified,
the talk about withdrawals details form the Gaza Strip in terms of its extent, timing, mechanism will not be final
especially that the full withdrawal from the Gaza Strip is not yet on the table, therefore it is more suitable to concentrate
on the general agenda of the situation and avoid going into details with factions until the final withdrawal picture is
clear.

In the event that the “withdrawal” takes place, there is no doubt that it will result in a qualitative change in the
Palestinian Political environment in the Gaza strip. It will force new realities which will pose as a challenge to all
forces, taking into consideration that the possible withdrawal is not considered a total liberation nor independence of
Palestinian land — despite its importance ~ as we view a continuation of occupation to the remainder of Palestinian land
and the enemy’s control over air, sea and land crossings, moreover the Gaza Strip is linked in terms of basic services
(Electricity, water, Fuel) and economically with the Zionist entity. Despite the possibility that the withdrawal could not
be achieved due to one reason or to another, or it could be changed to partial withdrawal as a result of balancing acts
within the Likud or the Government or due to any unexpected variables to Sharon. It is beneficial that we determine
our vision on how to interact with the withdrawal in the event that it is carried out, as this vision is an internal position
to the movement [Illegible, a whole line is faded out] to this situation, (numerous bilateral discussions) and what the
movement offers in terms of those discussions.

The Principles of the Situation:

1. Viewing the Withdrawal as a part of a comprehensive Zionist plan, a fact that calls for the necessity of dealing with
the withdrawal from the Gaza Strip according to a comprehensive vision in dealing with enemy’s plan.

2. The Withdrawal — in the event that it is carried out — from the Gaza strip is considered an important achievement to
the Palestinian People, its Intifada, its Resistance, its endurance, its great sacrifices, a validation of the truthfulness and
feasibility as well as the realities of the resistance program and its abilities in achieving objectives.

3. The Withdrawal is considered an achievement to our people, its Intifada, a fruit to its horrendous sacrifices and
therefore, we rebuff entering into agreement — by any Palestinian Party — with the enemy resulting in the enemy
acquiring political or security benefits at the expense of our people and its resistance, the enemy must leave without any
conditions or stipulations.

4., Withdrawal from the Gaza Strip does not cancel or delay the continuation of the resistance program until the
withdrawal from all Palestinian territories and the return of Refugees as well as regaining all Palestinian Rights.

5. Adopting an approach in dealing with the Palestinian situation in all its phases on the basis of unity of land, people,
and cause.

6. Dealing with “the Withdrawal” in a positive cognitive initiative spirit, that is compatible with our people’s sacrifices
and sufferings, the dangerousness of the stage and its sensitivities, as the Withdrawal — if it is carried out — represents
an important point that requires maintaining direction and adhering to the main principles through recognizing the facts
and dealing with it in a manner that will serve and protect the achievements

And gains for the benefit of our people and rebuffing any unilateralism in political decisions and in the management of
the Gaza Strip, this is the framework of our firm position.




7. Preventing our people from entering into any internal conflict and assuming joint responsibilities in order to avoid
any internal Palestinian fighting, this way we do not transform our National Achievement into a national catastrophe —
God forbids — ensure our national unity, totally adhering to its principles in the context of national reconciliation that is
required for benefiting our national interests and reinforces the principles of our cause.

8. Recognizing the nature of withdrawal, whether it is partial or full, will somehow influence the movement’s position.

The Movement Proposed Position:

1. Based on the unity of Palestinian Cause, and the principle of ‘Partners in blood, partners in decision’, participating in
managing the Gaza Strip will be done after the withdrawal within the framework (the authority, and participating in the
decision making process). Such authority will in turn take the responsibility of managing these issues. But until we
reach that point, we will form a leadership consisting from all factions, national and Islamic, their main role is to
protect the National Unity and manage the Gaza Strip in all its various sectors, the civilian and the political. And in the
event that the Palestinian Authority is formed or an agreement on a leadership framework is reached, then the authority
of this new framework will be according to the adopted context.

2. Ensuring that the rights of our Palestinian People in resisting the occupation as long as it still occupies Palestinian
land and continues its aggression on Palestinian People, and to regard the withdrawal from the Gaza Strip not the end
of the road, and that the occupation is ongoing on the remainder of Palestinian Land, and that we have not regained our
Holy Sites and our rights yet. This means that we have to continue our resistance until the occupation is gone.

3. Protecting the weaponry of the Resistance and under no circumstances we are to give it away or hand it over. It is
possible that all factions would agree on a covenant of honor that would establish bylaws on how and where to use
weaponry outside resistance areas of operations.

4. Should a withdrawal materialized through an agreement with the enemy that includes security obligations or to hand
over the Gaza Strip to the current Authority or any of its parties, then the Movement position is not to participate since
it opposes the Oslo agreement. In the meantime, substituting this non-participation with Popular and Political Programs
that represents a noticeable strong presence, and to work on forming the necessary coalitions which will ensure
preventing the current Palestinian authority from unilateral decision making and this will bring about the needed
mechanisms that will attends to our peoples’ needs.

In light of this position, we would like to point out to the following:

a. Areas that we can participate in:

1. Management of Political Affairs according to point number (1) in the above proposed position.

2. Management of the day to day Living Affairs in areas that have been withdrawn from, this is through the active
participation in the various Ministries and Institutions.

3. Participation in elections of Municipalities, rural areas, syndicates and vocational unions.

4. Participate in Police like departments (Traffic, Criminal Investigation, and Civil Defense).

b. Areas where we cease participation or take a certain position, pending the final withdrawal plan, and areas that
require more in depth study and review regardless of an agreement or not, they are:

1. General Election (Presidential — Legislative)

2. The Prime Ministerial and Ministries formation process

3. Security Departments and as long as it continues its security obligations in favor of the occupation

4. The position with regard to the (settlements) that will be vacated by the enemy and the necessary procedures
pertaining to it

c. The position with regard to the various forms of resistance in the Gaza Strip, on the basis of protecting the resistance
program, it is to be assessed on the level of withdrawal whether with an agreement or without.
D. Any other issues that require a certain position could be reviewed and take the necessary position in that regard.




What the movement offers during face offs with other factions and personalities:
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11.

12.

13.

First we have point on the onset on how our people are living in such a miserable state as a result of Sharon’s
practices namely, the demolition of houses, killing our people, bombing of demonstrations, especially what is
happening in Rafah and refugee camps. Consequently, we should not concern ourselves solely with the
withdrawal issue — the possible withdrawal whose contours have not fully developed yet — at the expense of
confronting and deterring occupation practices.

The movement position with regard to the management of the Gaza Strip following the withdrawal will be
conducted in the form of verbal dialogues and consultations with other factions, and through the proposal of
specific headline objectives that will be discussed with the other factions. We will not present a written
initiative, especially after the failure of the referendum on Sharon’s plans, and the presence of several
possibilities of the withdrawal plan, some of which is amending the plan and freezing withdrawal from
settlements, etc. Moreover, it is important to cope with new Zionist developments and its new
understandings with the American Administrations and with the Egyptians, the nature of the possible
Egyptian role with regard to any expected scenario.

We will concentrate in our dialogue on the necessity of National Unity and the agreement on a Leadership
plan and the formation of a Supreme Leadership Authority which in turn will assume the management of the

Gaza Strip following the withdrawal; this will be done in a general Palestinian context.

In the event that we do not reach a framework for establishing the concept of (authority) leadership after the
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip, we will form an (authority) leadership locally with the participation of the
various factions, this will be considered a development to the still existing follow-up committee of Islamic
and National powers, which could continue until the withdrawal takes place and then it is to be developed to
the level of (authority) leadership to manage the Gaza Strip.

Principles and basis for managing the Gaza Strip following the withdrawal (this is to be proposed to others):
Augmenting the right of participation in the Management of Gaza Strip affairs in various aspects of living
Protecting the Palestinian People from Zionist aggression, this is achieved by protecting the resistance
program and the right of the Palestinian people to defend itself.

Ensuring the trustworthiness and fairness of the Judicial System and General Prosecution in a manner that
will guarantee the independence of law and its fair implementation to all.

Maintaining the unity of the Palestinian People in order to avoid a sectarian division that the enemy is clearly
preplanned.

Ensuring the right of our Palestinian people to resist the occupation as long as it continuous to occupy
Palestinian land and has not returned our land and rights namely Jerusalem, the right of return of refugees,
releasing prisoners and the removal of settlements.

Reorganizing the civilian administrative structures on the basis of experience, efficiency and specialty.
Identifying collaborators and corruption nests and bringing them to justice.

The total Reform (administratively, financially ...... ) and eradicating the forms of corruptions.

Solidifying national unity, removal of segregation and favoritism factors; and protecting the rights of the
Palestinian Citizen in all aspects namely: the political, social, sustenance, food sufficiency, and healthcare.
The Protection of political rights, human rights, political reforms, the right of assembly, freedom of
expression, freedom of media, and the safety of correspondents and media personnel.

Solidifying the principle of free and fair elections regardless whether it is for the parliament, municipality,
Unions or Vocational Unions.

Ensuring the legitimacy of building a society of civil institutions and to strive to effectuate its role, for
example, charitable societies, vocational unions, cultural institutions, social and economic organizations and
sport clubs.

Supporting the culture of dialogue, mutual respect, equal opportunity, as a substitute to the culture of pursuit,
expulsion and denial that became one of the main characteristics of the previous period and which have
threatened the unity of the Palestinian people and its safety.

The Proposed Mechanism:

1.
2.

Bilateral and tripartite discussions with everybody to be extended as in point (2)
Promulgating a comprehensive Palestinian dialogue that will encompass all powers that are represented in the
Intifada’s “Supreme Follow-up Committee”, in addition to some active figures through the Follow-up
Committee.
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In The Name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful
5/24/2004

The Beloved Brothers, May God Protect and Care for them

God’s peace, mercy and blessings be upon you. To proceed,

The Attached is our proposed paper concerning the issue of the possible withdrawal from the Gaza
Strip and the Movement’s position in that regard.

This paper was prepared in light of previous joint discussions on the one hand and in light of
development of the political situation to all concerned parties, on the other.

We suggest that the paper should contain a complete vision of the entire situation with its contours
and principles, in addition to some specific details that require that the situation must be ripe for
their activation in the event that the withdrawal indeed takes place. It should also be taken into
consideration that the situation with regard to these details will differ according to the nature of
withdrawal (comprehensive or partial), and according to the political context of the withdrawal
operation itself (whether it is unilateral or without agreement, or whether the withdrawal is
coordinated with Palestinian and Arab entities...etc).

This paper requires circulation among us (in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip) so we can reach a
final materialization, and we must comprehend — during the materialization process — all the
variables and recent developments of the concerned parties.

Concerning what we can offer others (Factions and personalities); we believe it is too early to
submit a paper or a specific initiative about the situation to others, due to the reservations
indicated in the attached paper. It is sufficient that we discuss with them the main principles and
guidelines in a dialogue that revolves around such principles in a mutual fashion that allows us to
listen to their views and they listen to ours. We exchange views, information, suggestions in order
to produce a suitable position at the end; one that honor all considerations, variables,
developments, information, taking into consideration the position of others, [Illegible].

We remind ourselves and you — beloved ones ~ that the main and urgent priority to us at this
phase— as a movement and a cause — is to defend our movement and people in confronting the
Zionist aggression with all its vicious plans that aims for weakening and bleeding us as well as
breaking the will of the resistance which the enemy continues to seek in order to transform any
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip — if it takes place ~ easier to implement according to the Zionist
American vision and the roles or others that are being prepared at the expense of the rights of our
people, the achievements of our resistance and the role of our movement.

We ask Almighty God to grant you and us success
May God protect and care for you

God’s peace, mercy and blessings be upon you
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In The Name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful
Beloved Brothers / May God Protect them
God’s peace, mercy and blessings be upon you,,,

Below is the analysis of the visits of Minister ‘Umar Sulayman to Palestine. We have received information
from an informed source, we kindly request that none of this is published and to inform the leadership
about that, this is for the protection of the source.
‘Umar Sulayman carried with him two letters to Abu-‘ Ammar, the first one includes five issues:
1. Consolidating the Security Departments and these are (Intelligence Service, Interior, and National
Security), and render them under the responsibility of the Minister of Interior. There are rumors that al-
Tayib is a candidate for that position, except that he refuses. As for Dahlan, he is betting on the internal
elections of Fatah since his trend is ahead (comment: Fatah elections are ongoing now in Gaza).
2. Reorganizing the National Palestinian structure rendering it under one leadership, the leadership of Abu-
‘Ammar.
3. Identifying one political face to deal with the international community.
4, The unilateral withdrawal from Gaza is a real opportunity that should not be missed especially if Sharon
Government approved it.
5. Eradicating corruption throughout the Departments and support effective elements and empowering them
with authorities.
Second: In order to assist in these issues, the Minister has emphasized the following:
1. Egypt stands ready to equip and qualify the Security Departments, however, it is not prepared to
dispatch a force to Gaza, and when Abu-‘Ammar proposed the idea of an International Force,
“Umar told him, “we do not want to substitute one occupation with another”.

2. Egypt is prepared to sponsor a Palestinian to Palestinian dialogue and is prepare to improve the
Authority’s relation with the US and the International Community.

The Meeting with Sharon: ‘Umar Sulayman stated that Sharon is serious about withdrawing from Gaza to
the 1967 borders, and that not one single Israeli Soldier will remain in Gaza Strip. He is also willing to
begin the withdrawal plan on [Illegible date] is according to Sulayman important for Sharon in order for
him to prepare compensation for the settlements, and two months after this period, he will complete the
withdrawal. He is also willing to resume the dialogue with the [TC: Palestinian] Authority after the
withdrawal on the basis of the road map. Sharon will not return to Gaza unless any Israeli city falls under
threat.

What was agreed upon: preparing all departments to assume responsibility as per Gaza program during
June 15-16 time frame. When Abu-’Ammar inquired why not before that date, ‘Umar replied, prepare the
plan and we will see.

“Umar will send a delegation to assess what is happening on the ground, and send to Sharon after Sunday
the results of the Government meeting concerning the training of departments in Gaza and the West Bank.
Abu-‘Ammar offered to sponsor the dialogue, but ‘Umar replied, “Dialogue on what, cease fire, or political
partnership? This matter will be attended to after June 15-16, following an assessment of the Security
situation and the Israeli results™.

After ‘Umar Sulayman’s meeting, Sharon ceased operations in Rafah and introduced some facilities. Egypt
emphasized to Sharon that it will not participate in any Security arrangements until after withdrawal from
the borders. Sharon agreed and assured ‘Umar the Knesset’s support to pass the withdrawal plan, (68
votes).

“‘Umar told Abu-‘Ammar that if he does not support the plan, he will be treated similar to Jordan or any
other party. When Abu-‘Ammar referred to the Chief of Departments as freedom fighters, ‘Umar replied
“they are thieves and corrupt”.




Sharon wants to withdraw for two reasons:
1. Saving Bush’s elections
2. Accomplishing self-achievement

The relation between Egypt and Hamas: ‘Umar Sulayman’s representative, consultant (Ahmad ‘Abbas),
summoned the son of Brother Isma’il Haniyah, and informed him that Hamas is conducting an incitement
campaign against Egypt about the issue of the prisoners in Egypt. He informed him that Egypt is prepared
to settle the issue quietly, but not on the basis of pressure that is being practiced by Hamas because this
complicates matters even further.

The Executive meeting: During the meeting between Abu-‘Ala’ and Rice, she strongly emphasized that
Sharon’s offer is an opportunity that should not be missed, and that Gaza will not be the first and last, and
that the United States understands and respects the connection between Gaza and the West Bank. She also
emphasized the importance of implementing the Security Plan indicating the invalidity of separating the
two issues. She added that what is needed is to consolidate all Security Departments under the
responsibility and full authority of the Prime Minister or the Minister of Interior. Washington reiterated that
it is not willing to deal with ¢Arafat, however it asked Sharon not to harm him, also that ‘Arafat has
obligations that he must honor. Meanwhile, she made reference to the financial and administrative reforms
and promised assistance in conducting local elections for the municipalities and the Presidency, and that
she will reply to the letter after studying it. .

The Egyptian delegation emphasized that the cease fire will not be unilateral since in a previous experience,
54 martyrs sacrificed their lives, therefore it should be bilateral to avoid repeating the same experienc.
Municipal Election Committee: Abu-‘ Ammar distanced himself, citing that al-Shubaki has presented the
paper without being reviewed by him. Ghunaym defended the formation, at the end, he agreed on a
suggestion to convene a meeting between factions and powers after three days to include all the
representatives.

Peace is upon thee with God's Compassion and Beneficence
Your Brothers

Thursday 8 Rabi’ Thani 1425 H
Corresponding to 5/27/2007 A..D.




